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Slide 1:

Hi everyone, welcome to my power point, “Close-up on Cancer”. As you can see, there is a color picture of some cancer cells on the bottom of the first slide. I am happy to be sharing this project with you, and making it a huge part of my final project.

Slide 2 and 3:

I’ll fill you in on what led up to this unit. The Hiset students that I did this work with are very verbal and hands-on. When we started studying cancer cells and cells in general, they wanted to share their own personal experiences in a discussion. This made the research come alive and gave it many personal connections.

   Students interviewed (remembered) people close to them who either have cancer, or had died from cancer. They wrote memoirs of these people in their cancer reports, which included many up-to-date medical facts and research.  

Slide 4:

I was lucky to have good age range in this class. The younger students picked up a better work ethic from the older students, and felt comfortable asking them questions. The older students got excellent tech tips from the younger students. It was a win-win situation.

Slide 5:

The objectives of this unit fell mainly on the students’ ability to become active readers, writers, and researchers. This was challenging because many of them had not written an essay in a long time, or done research that involved finding appropriate websites.

Slide 6:

As far as strategies are concerned, I knew that scaffolding was essential for this group, as many were at a fourth or fifth grade reading level. What made the greatest impact for the writing was the outline organizer for the essay. I also gave them guided questions to answer for “during reading” phase.

Slide 7:

Little did I know that many students could not distinguish between a valid an invalid website. This became a huge part of the lesson, and I am glad it did because now they can use this information going forward. 

Slide 8:

As mentioned, students benefited from using the web for research, and it was great to see them helping each other out.

  So for what to do differently: I would type or print a research guide for them beforehand. I would also include another class in with this project so that we could have two teachers getting around to the people who need reading/writing help.

Slide 9:

The anchors mainly addressed were:

    Anchor 8 for Writing

    Anchor 9 for Reading

Slides 10 + 11:

For the next two slides, I included the two formative assessments used. The outline for writing came from a persuasive essay planner that I tweaked a bit, and the guided questions required the students to express their findings in their own words; not an easy task.

Slide 12:

The students found some wonderful videos on personal testimonials. Watching them was fascinating and very informative! They also helped each other past links for the class. Here are two of the videos used.

  Thank you so much for viewing my slide show. Public speaking and audio track is not within my comfort zone, so I’m glad I jumped that hurtle during this course!

